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112225 

R 030808Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6827 
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CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 1866 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: LA SREF CGEN PDEV PROP 
SUBJECT: LPDR CORRUPTION 

1 . CHINDA SIHACHAK, RANKING OFFICIAL IN DEPARMTMENT OF 
EXTERNAL COMMERCE OF THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE, HAS REPORTEDLY ABSCONDED WITH $35,000 OF 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE MUCH NEEDED BY LPDR. LAO OFFICIAL IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE REPORTED THAT SIHACHAK HAD FLED 
TO THAILAND. SIHACHAK WAS IN CHARGE OF NEGOTIATING THE 
PURCHASES OF IMPORTS FROM THAI MERCHANTS. BECAUSE HE 
FREQUENTLY TRAVELED ACROSS THE BORDER TO DO THIS. 
SIHACHAK WAS ISSUED LPDR PASSPORT, WHICH IS DIFFICULT 

TO OBTAIN. AFTER HIS FLIGHT, THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS INFORMED ALL FOREIGN EMBASSIES JULY 27 THAT 
CHINDA SIHACHAK'S PASSPORT WAS VOID. 

2. COMMENT: THE SIHACHAK CASE IN ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FLIGHT OF LAO OFFICIALS TRUSTED BY LPDR. AFTER 
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DIRECTOR OF TEACHER TRAINING FLED, A STUDENT TOLD 
EMBASSY OFFICER THAT STUDENTS NO LONGER TRUSTED THEIR 
LEADERS. STUDENTS HAVE SEEN TOO MANY RANKING OFFICIALS 
VOCIFEROUSLY SUPPORT THE NEW REGIME UP UNTIL THE DAY 
THEY FLED TO THAILAND. 

CORCORAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CORRUPTION, POLITICAL LEADERS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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